
March 22, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

March 22, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny 

Turner presiding. Council Members present included:  Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene 

Teague, Mark Stroud and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Community 

Planner Susan McCulloch, Finance Director Linda Conover, Budget Analyst Mary Prillaman 

and Police Chief Sean Dunn. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order.   

Following the invocation by Council Member Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Present a Proclamation honoring the Martinsville High School Boys Basketball Team for 

their accomplishments this past season and winning the Group 2A State Championship – Vice 

Mayor Bowles read the proclamation.  L.D. Oaks and Tim Byrd presented the trophies to the coaches.  

Oaks said it was an honor to be a part of the Bulldog program.  The players and students are outstanding 

and show good character. Byrd said this is a special group of men because of the type of men they are and 

the way they played on the court. Council Members presented the players with a trophy and a copy of the 

proclamation.  Council presented a plaque to Yvonne Turner who has been to all fifteen state 

championship games. Coach Jeff Adkins said the players worked hard and never complained.  He said it 

was a great honor to coach them and they represented Martinsville well.  Vice Mayor Bowles said she 

was proud of them and that they didn’t let a previous bad incident define them.  She appreciates them and 

how well they’ve represented the community.   
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Consider approval of minutes of the March 8, 2016 Meeting and March 9 Closed Work 

Session - on a motion by Teague, seconded by Bowles and with a 5-0 Council vote in favor to 

approve the minutes as presented.   

Hear overview of March 21, 2016 Northside/Chatham Heights area Neighborhood tour 

and meeting – Council Member Hodge summarized the Northside/Chatham Heights tour and 

the Neighborhood meeting.  City Manager Towarnicki said bids are out and the tank on Bethel 

Lane will be taken down by the end of June.  Issues with 307 Grayson Street have been 

communicated with the County to hopefully resolve that issue. 

Consider adoption of a Resolution recognizing April as Fair Housing Month and 

expressing the City’s pledge to provide equal housing opportunities for all citizens – Wayne 

Knox explained that Fair Housing Month is annual in April.  A motion was made by Vice 

Mayor Bowles to adopt the Resolution, Council Member Stroud seconded the motion and all 

Council Members voted in favor. 

 

Consider setting a public hearing regarding a request from Gordon Metz for the 

abandonment of a section of Lester Lane and a remnant of a parcel acquired for the Liberty 

Street project – Susan McCulloch detailed the request received for the abandonment of 

property on Lester Lane.  She explained the 6-0 vote held by the Planning Commission and 

their stipulations which have been agreed to my Mr. Metz.  Staff recommends that City 

Council abandon locations as requested.  Hodge questioned if there could be time frames 

added to the stipulations.  A representative for Mr. Metz says that he is prepared to move 
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forward as quickly as possible and agreed that a twelve month timeline would be acceptable. A 

motion was made by Council Member Hodge to set a public hearing, requesting that 

stipulations and the 12 month time frame be added.  Council Member Teague seconded the 

motion and all Council Members voted in favor. 

 

 



March 22, 2016 

 

Conduct a public hearing concerning the intention of City Council  to propose for 

passage an Ordinance authorizing the issuance  of not to exceed $10,000,000 principal 

amount of water and sewer revenue bonds of the City of Martinsville, Virginia related to the 

City’s sewer interceptor project – Towarnicki explained this is a required element to the 

financing process.   Mayor Turner opened the floor up to anyone wishing to speak on this 

matter but no one came forward to speak.   

Consider approval on second reading of an ordinance authorizing the issuance of up to 

$10,000,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds of the City of Martinsville, 

Virginia and providing for the form, details, and payment thereof, related to the City’s sewer 

interceptor project – Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the ordinance, Council 

Member Teague seconded the motion with all in favor with a roll call vote:  Mayor Turner, aye; 

Council Member Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Stroud, aye; and 

Council Member Teague, aye.  Towarnicki wanted to thank Paul Jacobson for his assistance 

on this project.  Mr. Jacobson said staff deserves a lot of credit and financing is on schedule 

for closing on Friday March 25, 2016.  Towarnicki said there is a second part to the loan.  Mr. 

Jacobson said that part of the loan may not close until early next year.   
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Consider a request by the Virginia Municipal League to submit nominations for 

membership on the VML 2016 Policy Committees – Following discussion on Council 

preferences, Bowles will serve on the Human Development and Education committee, Teague 
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will serve on the General Laws Committee, Hodge will remain with Community and Economic 

Development, and Stroud accepted the Transportation Committee.  Towarnicki and City 

Attorney Monday would fill in remaining committees on Finance and Environmental Quality.   
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Hear information regarding GO Virginia and the designation of regional councils across 

the state – Towarnicki said this topic was discussed at length at the last meeting.  He provided 

a packet of information from David Hoback detailing additional information for Council.  It 

appears that Options 10, 11 or 12 would be most beneficial to the City.  Council Member 

Hodge asked if Council wanted her and Vice Mayor Bowles to go along with that consensus or 

how would they prefer they vote as representatives of the City.  Teague says he feels that the 

City would have a bigger voice if they are paired with Southside region instead of Roanoke but 

he is ok with either choice.  Stroud agreed with that also.  Hodge said there would be a 

meeting at West Piedmont Friday March 25, 2016 at 9:00am for any Council Members who 

wished to attend.       

Consider approval of consent agenda – A motion was made by Teague and seconded by 

Hodge to approve the consent agenda as presented, all Council Members voted in favor. 

 

Comments by members of City Council – Stroud said as he rides around he is struck by 

the beauty of the trees this time of year and he hopes that the dogwoods bloom before the 

race.  This is a time of renewal and resurrection from the cold weather.  He is proud to be a 

resident of Martinsville and Henry County.  Teague mentioned doing educational videos with 

the SPCA on how to care for animals especially those in the City pertaining to City laws and 

utilizing Channel 22.  He mentioned that two weeks from Sunday is the Martinsville race, 

there will be lots of people visiting the community and it’s important to present yourself in the 

best light possible.  Bowles encouraged residents to apply for City boards and commissions.  
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Turner explained that the funeral for Sgt. Raymond McMillian would be held on Saturday 

March 26, 2016 and detailed McMillians history before his disappearance.  He asked for 

volunteers to honor Sgt. McMillian by holding flags.  Anyone who would like to volunteer 

would need to be on Liberty Street immediately following the service at the funeral home.  City 

flags will be flown at half-staff in honor of Sgt. McMillian.  He offered residents a flag lapel pin 

to wear this weekend in honor of Sgt. McMillian and listed various locations where those could 

be picked up.     

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki explained how residents could apply for any 

City boards or commissions either by contacting the City Manager’s office or applying online 

through the City website.  He would like to schedule budget work sessions with tentative date 

of April 12 for Council to present the budget and ask for public hearing and approval on first 

reading.  Thursday April 14th would work best for the schools and City utilities, especially 

electric.  The following week Tuesday April 19th would be water/sewer and other department 

heads and Thursday 21st for any remaining departments and outside agencies.  Work sessions 

would begin around 6:00-6:30pm depending on Council’s schedules.   Towarnicki asked that 

Council also reserve Wednesday May 4, 2016 for the Community Business Launch project 

beginning at 10:00am.  There will be presentations of the awards for those receiving funding 

and he would like Council Members to be present if possible. 

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Mr. Sidney Lee, 121 Sellers Street - wanted to 

thank the City employees for keeping Wilson Park clean and said it looks 100% better.   

Jack Gardner and William Gardner were in attendance to achieve their Boy Scout 

communications badge and explained those requirements to Council.   

There being no further business, a motion was made by Teague to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Hodge with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

8:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor  

  

 


